
The History of Eyam Village: Part 1 

It all started with cloth. The plague reached the village of Eyam (in 
Derbyshire (35 miles southeast of Manchester), in the summer of 
1665. A London merchant sent fabrics to the village tailor, 
Alexander Hadfield. 

 



The tailor’s assistant, George Viccars, was responsible for bringing 
the fabrics to Eyam. He had arranged to stay with Hadfield and his 
family before returning to London. On reaching Hadfield’s cottage, 
Viccars noticed that the cloth was damp and attempted to dry it by 
spreading it out it in front of his fireplace. The unfortunate man had 
not noticed that fleas had created a nest inside of it. These fleas 
were not on their own either – they were carrying the bacteria of the 
bubonic plague. Within hours, he had died. Family members looking 
after him also died within days of his arrival. Most of the immediate 
neighbours in the adjoining cottages – the Thorpes and the 
Hawkesworths  were dead within days. 

This was how the village of Eyam was struck by the Plague.  

 



 

If you visit the village today, you will see plaques outside the 
cottages of all the family members who lost their lives. In 1665,the 
citizens were quickly panicked and felt threatened by the sickness. 
Their initial intention was to flee the city to save themselves… 

 


